Open call: Special issue 'Journal of Writing Research' (JoWR)

7. | journal of
N7 | WRITING RESEARCH

Towards a blueprint for successful collaborative writing in educational and professional settings

Guest editor: Elke Van Steendam, Faculty of Applied Linguistics, KULeuven, Campus Brussels

Peer collaboration in writing has been shown to be effective for Learning to Write and Writing to
Learn (Graham, McKeown, Kiuhara, & Harris, 2012; MacArthur, Schwartz, & Graham, 1991; Onrubia
& Engel, 2009; Storch, 2005; Yarrow &Topping, 2001). That is why collaborative writing is often
implemented in educational contexts. However, not only in educational contexts but also in
professional contexts (academia, policy making, administration, journalism) collaborative writing has
become common practice. Very frequently, written documents are the end-product of a
collaborative process involving multiple actors, writers and readers ( e.g. research articles; group
proposals, public policy documents; journalistic texts (Perrin, 2011; Lowry, Albrecht, Nunanmaker, &
Lee, 2003; Sleurs, Jacobs, & Van Waes, 2003)).

However, for peer collaboration to have a positive effect on either writing or learning outcomes, a
few conditions need to be met. One of the crucial factors determining the effectiveness of peer
collaboration in revision in an educational context for example is instruction and/or support (Min,
2005; Van Steendam, Rijlaarsdam, Sercu, & Van den Bergh, 2010). Another important component for
peer collaboration in writing may be group composition (Patchan, Hawk, Stevens, & Schunn, 2012;
Van Steendam, Rijlaarsdam, & Van den Bergh in press).

It is the complex interplay of individual, collaborative and contextual factors in collaborative writing
and revision that we want to look at in this special issue. More specifically, the special issue aims at
providing an overview of the most recent findings about collaborative writing and revision.
Collaboration is conceptualized as either pupils or students, from primary school children to higher
education students, or adult professionals writing (planning, composing, revising) collaboratively,
either in a face-to-face context or online (via e-learning). We welcome both quantitative and
qualitative studies that investigate peer collaboration in the context of writing (planning, drafting,
revising) in three domains: Learning to Write in L1 and L2, Writing to Learn and Workplace Writing
(technical and professional communication). Studies on Learning to Write and Workplace Writing
should include the effect of peer collaboration on the writing product and/or writing process and
writing-to-learn studies should (also) test the effect on learning processes and/or outcomes (domain
knowledge). Additionally, also studies which shed light on methodological issues are invited. Ideally,
the different contributions will result in a blueprint for effective and efficient collaborative writing.

We are especially interested in studies investigating one or more of the following:

- effective instructional strategies and/or scripting in collaborative writing

- (effective) interaction (interactional patterns) in collaborative writing

- effects of group composition in collaborative writing

- effects of individual characteristics in collaborative writing

- effects of task (e.g. task complexity) on collaboration processes and quality of processes and the
resulting writing product

- any combination of one or more of the previous factors



TIMELINE

e Submitting abstracts at the latest by September 1, 2014

eSeptember - October: review of abstracts

*By end of October 2014: notification of acceptance is sent to authors. Possibly depending on number of
abstracts submitted,notification could be sent earlier.

e Authors have 3 months to submit full paper: November, December, January
¢ Submission date full paper(s): February 1, 2015
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*Review Procedure: papers are sent to reviewers. Three-month review: February, March, April. Note: the three-\
month review is based on a total of 10 - 15 submissions (cf. other special issues). However, if more papers are
submitted and two issues need to be considered, the review period may have to be extended with another
month.

e Authors get reviews back by May 1, 2015 )

e Authors have 3 months to revise paper: May, June, July
e Submission date revised paper(s): August 2015
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eSecond review session: revised papers are sent back to reviewers; review by guest editor; 2-month review
session taking into account summer recess (August, September, October).
e Preferably reviews are sent to authors in October 2015
J
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eauthors have 2 months to submit revised paper: November, December
eSubmission date full paper(s): January 1, 2016
J
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*Guest editor reviews papers one final time and finalizes introduction
e Publication date: February 2016




